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Context and highlights
The Parks Children's Centre is a multicultural community located 12 kms from Adelaide CBD.
The Parks Children's Centre offered the following programs during 2019:
Preschool - full-time program and Inclusive Preschool Program (IPP)
Occasional Care
Playgroups: Friday universal playgroup, Toddler playgroup, First 12 months, Mindful playgroup and SP/OT referral only
playgroup.
Support for Families and Parent Workshops- English class for women and Family first aid.
Our staff comprises of:

Director, 3 Teachers and 5 Early Childhood Workers
Family Services Coordinator, Community Development Coordinator and Administration
Occupational Therapist and Speech Therapist.

Within our preschool program 61% of children had English as an additional language, 16% of children required a high
level of support for their learning and 9% of children required support for their speech or language over the year.
We had 15 children supported by our transition grant to access occasional care sessions. Over the year we offered 8
sessions of federally funded occasional care and 2 sessions of grant funded occasional care. All our occasional care
sessions were full with some sessions integrated with preschool and other sessions on their own.
Our universal playgroups were very well attended. During term 2 we offered a new playgroup - Toddler playgroup( 1-2
year olds) facilitated by our Occupational Therapist. We offered our mindful playgroup in term 1, while the Friday universal
and first 12 month playgroups ran over the year.
In term 2, 4 children from our preschool participated in an Intergenerational Music Therapy Group with residents from an
aged care facility and children from Goodstart Child Care. This program improved engagement and social interactions of
both the children and the aged care residents and was enjoyed by all.
We had 26 children attend our SP/OT playgroup. This playgroup is to support children and families with additional needs
who are not receiving private therapies or other services. These children were referred onto a range of services to further
support their learning after their time in the SP/OT group.
We made improvements in our preschool with new flooring and a new office space for staff.

Report from the preschool management committee
I have had the pleasure and honour of being on the Governing Council for the past two years, this year holding the
position of chairperson.
Parker the mascot of Paint the Parks and Gardens Read, has had an influential year. In April he participated in the
National Readathon Relay with children from the Parks Children’s Centre.
A third Parker book was written and published and given out to the community at the Parker Reading Day Event. This
book is extra special as it has illustrations drawn by the children of the Parks Children’s Centre.
Term 1:
The students had a bugs and slugs incursion and the Blue group were visited by the Fire Department.
Term 2:
The red group had a visit by the Fire Department, then later in the term all the children attended a road safety excursion.
The children started attending regular visits to the library and we joined in the National Simultaneous Reading Day.
Term 3:
The students also had the experience of watching and learning about the life cycle of chickens. The children were able to
watch chickens hatch from eggs for about 2 weeks.
Term 4:
Children attended a Peter Coombe concert, where they joined in the singing and dancing along with children from many
other preschools. This term the children went on an excursion to the Gorge Wildlife Park, where the children were able to
see a variety of different animals as well as feed kangaroos and wallabies. They were also able to get up close and
personal to a koala and a python. This is one of the children’s favourite excursions for the year.
I cannot speak highly enough of the Parks Children’s Centre, their staff, passion, commitment, drive and care for all the
children they look after. Not only the children in the preschool, but in all the programs. They work tirelessly to engage with
the community and I look forward to seeing them growing stronger every year.
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Quality improvement planning
In 2019 we set 3 goals:
Goal 1:Documentation of each child showing growth and understanding of their learning and their voice in decision
making.
Over 2019 staff:
- Attended Simon Breakspear PD and implemented a sprint cycle which resulted in improved skills for children to articulate
their learning and use the language of learning.
- Attended 2 Partnership days learning and reflecting on pedagogical documentation which resulted in staff agreeing to
what pedagogical documentation looks like, sharing and critiquing on each others work and reading and reflecting on
research articles together. This lead to a deeper understanding of the learning theories/stages that shape children’s
learning and how to support their learning next. Staff have noticed children are revisiting their learning and going deeper.
Staff have been able to scaffold this learning and articulate this.
In 2020 we will continue developing our knowledge with pedagogical documentation, in particular the different ways
children can communicate their learning and learning theories when non-verbal or have limited English skills. We will also
trial supporting a small group of children with enquiry based learning over time and how this documentation will look and
how this supports children going deeper with their learning and challenging their theories.
Goal 2: Improved engagement and sense of belonging for Aboriginal children.
Over 2019 staff:
- participated in cultural PD, in particular the history and culture of the Kaurna people.
- continued working on the RAP, which resulted in this being approved and published in November.
- tracked attendance of Aboriginal children and followed up on non-attendance
Staff have a better understanding of how to support Aboriginal people and their history, which has resulted in a Aboriginal
friendly and welcoming environment, children learning about history of the land and the importance of our Aboriginal
people.
In 2020 we will embed the strategies from our RAP and continue to deepen our own learning so we can better support the
Aboriginal community.
Goal 3: Increase children’s capacity to successfully engage with others and the learning program.
Over 2019 staff:
-participated in Trauma Informed Practice delivered by Australian Childhood Foundation.
- collaborated with external services on how to best support children to co-regulate
-reflected and adapted strategies to support children
Staff reported having more confidence to support children to co-regulate and engage with the learning program. Our
observational data showed strategies were being successful and children were able to engage with their learning longer
and deeper. It also showed attendance has a direct correlation with positive progress and parents were encouraged to
bring their child to preschool regularly.
In 2020 we will continue this work by further developing staff's skills and knowledge with specific professional
development, tracking of children’s progress and making a site wide agreement for strategies, language and resources to
use, so children with improve their ability to co-regulate and engage in the learning program.
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Enrolment
Enrolment by Term
Term 2
Term 3

Year

Term 1

Term 4

2016

39

41

42

41

2017

50

60

57

56

2018

47

49

48

45

2019

55

55

51

48

NOTE: The data is based on person counts in the two week reference period each term. Excludes pre-entry.
Source: Preschool data collection, Data Reporting and Analytics directorate.

Enrolment comment
Our enrolment numbers continue to fluctuate between 50-60 children per year.
I would expect this to increase over time with new housing about to commence directly adjacent us.
In term 3 we did have several children leave to start early enrolment at Catholic Schools but we were able to fill their
vacancies with early entry to preschool children.

Attendance
Year

Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

2016 centre

86.7%

71.0%

85.6%

94.8%

2017 centre

90.2%

91.2%

84.9%

89.8%

2018 centre

86.8%

88.6%

83.3%

78.2%

2019 centre

84.0%

66.9%

90.4%

72.3%

2016 state

91.1%

89.0%

87.2%

87.5%

2017 state

90.5%

88.2%

85.9%

87.2%

2018 state

90.7%

88.3%

87.0%

87.2%

2019 state

90.3%

87.4%

85.8%

Based on attendances recorded in the two week reference period each term. Data for eligible enrolments as described in the department's
Enrolment policy.
Attendance rates may differ to previous reporting with the transfer from calculations based on deemed attendance to actual attendance using
booked hours divided by attended hours.

Attendance comment
Our attendance does sit under the state average and this is because many of our families are new arrivals to Australia and
take vacations back in their country of origin to reconnect with family. We understand the importance of this and their
cultural connections.
We continue to talk with families about the importance of attending preschool for their child's learning.
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Destination schools
Feeder Schools (Site number - Name)

2016

2017

2018

2019

8500 - Australian Islamic College Adelaide

0.0%

4.0%

0.0%

0.0%

714 - Challa Gardens Primary School

0.0%

6.0%

0.0%

0.0%

221 - Le Fevre Peninsula Primary School

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

20.0%

9033 - Nazareth Catholic College

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

20.0%

337 - Pennington School R-7

0.0%

0.0%

5.0%

0.0%

570 - Prospect North Primary School

5.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

9036 - St Brigid's School

0.0%

4.0%

0.0%

0.0%

8313 - St Dominic's Priory College

0.0%

0.0%

5.0%

0.0%

9056 - St Joseph's School - Ottoway

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

20.0%

9018 - St Margaret Mary's School

5.0%

4.0%

5.0%

0.0%

9042 - St Patrick's School

52.0%

52.0%

50.0%

20.0%

9402 - Sunrise Christian School

0.0%

0.0%

5.0%

0.0%

1246 - West Lakes Shore School R-7

0.0%

0.0%

5.0%

0.0%

9089 - Whitefriars School

11.0%

4.0%

10.0%

20.0%

1904 - Woodville Gardens School B-7

11.0%

14.0%

15.0%

0.0%

NOTE: The data is collected in Term 3. It does not reflect actual schools enrolled in by exiting preschool children. Only schools that are a
destination for 3% or more of students are shown.
Source: Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Term 3 2019 collection.

Destination schools comment
The above table not truly represent the destination schools as when the data is collected many families have not yet
decided on a school or are waiting for a special option pathway.
Are two largest destination schools are Woodville Gardens and St Patricks, with children going to 19 other primary
schools both Government and Catholic.
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Client opinion summary

Relevant history screening
All staff have the necessary criminal history check as prescribed by law.

Financial statement
Funding Source
1.

Grants: State

2.

Grants: Commonwealth

3.

Parent Contributions

4.

Other

Amount

2019 Preschool annual report: Improved outcomes funding
Improved outcomes category
(where applicable to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2019 funding was used to improve the relevant department's standard of educational
achievement outcomes (where applicable):*

Outcomes achieved or progress towards these
outcomes:

Improved outcomes for numeracy and literacy

Teachers were released to track children’s learning in numeracy and literacy and discuss this with
parents during interviews. Teachers were supported to assess numeracy and literacy and share with
parents through learning stories and statement of learning.
One teacher attended the Literacy Summit with the Director.

Assessment for learning
Improved language and literacy skills
Improved numeracy skills and numeracy
anguage.

Improved ECD and parenting outcomes
(children's centres only)

SP/OT therapy group worked with a small group of children and parents to build parent capacity to
support their child's learning.
English classes for women
First Aid for parents

Parent capacity building
Improved parent/child relationship
Improved English skills for mums to enable
them to support their children

We supported 5 children in the IPP program, 3 other children with significant needs and 6 children
with speech and language programs.
These children had one plans and made gains over the year.

Working collaboratively with other agencies
and professionals for better outcomes for
children

We were able to support a Vietnamese and Tamil bilingual worker for 30 hours each in term 1 to
support these children and families.
This enabled children to develop a sense of belonging, have their basic needs met as they
developed their English skills. We were also better able to communicate with parents.

Sense of belonging
Respect fro cultural diversity
Communication

Improved outcomes for children with disabilities

Improved outcomes for non-English speaking
children who received bilingual support

* The department's standard of educational achievement is defined as children and young people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level.

